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M E S A  F I R E
Project Location: Boulder, CO

TLC Gardens
tlcgardens.com
Firm Location: Longmont, CO
Zone: 5a

The custom-formed fire pit includes built-in ventilation and 
sleeving. Its focal point within the patio helps fulfill the 
clients’ wish for a functional outdoor space for adults and 
teenagers alike (above). 

One of the clients’ needs was to be able 
to view their new outdoor space from 
their second story. Their indoor kitchen 
features bright red cabinets and royal 
blue countertops, thus connecting the 
home in function and style from the 
inside out (top).

Colorful 
custom shade 
sails provide 
compression 
and intimacy. 
The low-
voltage lighting 
maintains the 
ambience of the 
space outside of 
daylight hours.

PHOTOGRAPHS BY DAVID WINGER 
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No drainage existed on site, resulting in water routinely pooling 
under the deck. A linear drain was incorporated in the gravel 
section underneath, directing waterflow away from the home to 
planted areas where it can be absorbed purposefully (above).

The plant palette features native 
varieties selected specifically to suit the 
region and for long-lasting success in 
limited spaces (below).

The playful circular steppers  
at each entrance accentuate  
the lifelines of the design.  
They were tested for optimal 
rhythm and flow.

The distinctive 
wood utilized on 
the barnwood 
screens was 
repurposed from 
a dismantled 
barn. The screens 
also complement 
the fire pit by 
framing it in the 
desired color 
palette (above).

S T E A L  T H I S :  
The distinctive wood 
utilized on the barnwood 
screens was sourced 
from a dismantled barn 
and repurposed to 
create the screens. But 
it’s the fire pit that is the 
central element of Mesa 
Fire, creating a timeless, 
inviting outdoor space 
for family and friends to 
come together.

J U D G E S '  F E E D B A C K : 
A very beautiful and creative 
solution to a small space.  
We really enjoyed the colorful 
hanging tarps above the 
seating area and the use of old 
barnwood to create the panels 
that help produce more 3-D in  
a very tight space. The blue sails 
contrast nicely with the orange 
seating and pick up the color 
of the blue spruce. The plant 
material changed but the added 
grasses soften the hardscapes  
of this project. Nice job!

PHOTOGRAPHS BY  
DAVID WINGER
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silver award
S Ö N G  R A N C H
Specialty Project Category
Project Location: Hygiene, CO

TLC Gardens
tlcgardens.com
Firm Location: Longmont, CO
Zone: 5a

J U D G E S '  F E E D B A C K : 
A very interesting design and mission. Certainly, it’s a 
calming walk from the parking area to the teaching patio 
area. The interesting water feature should generate calming 
sounds during training sessions. The planting by the 
training area is colorful and bold. It’s a very creative use of 
existing space. The huge rocks add a wonderful element 
to the experience of practicing Tai Chi there. We like the 
repetition of them along the path from the parking lot to 
the building and to the house. The water trickling out of  
the rock is delightful. Nice choice of plant material.

The custom water 
feature mirrors the 
natural sounds of the 
adjacent creek and 
adds soundscaping to 
the overall therapeutic 
experience. 

The journey begins with 
the first step from the 
parking area through the 
outer garden. The outer 
garden topography 
frames this journey 
and facilitates water 
management (left).

The historical silo 
was preserved and 

incorporated into the 
design. Söng Ranch 
itself is a historical 
homestead where 

the clients cultivate 
and harvest fresh 

food from their 
gardens (right). 

PHOTOGRAPHS BY  
DAVID WINGER (2)

PHOTOGRAPH BY  
CHERI STRINGER
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S T E A L  T H I S : 
The design intent was to use 
the building blocks of Tai 
Chi—flow, balance, and the 
path of least resistance—
to inform the geometry, 
architecture, and experience 
of the landscape. 

A trifecta of elements 
came together to create an 
intimate space for clients 
and students to experience 
peaceful practice.

Entrance to the studio 
space is accented by native 
plantings. Part of the  
design’s stated environ-
mental responsibility was 
to source native plantings 
suited to the region. 

Reframed and reimagined, the 
studio is connected to its space. 
Boulders form a grounding wall 3–5 
feet tall (above).

The patio space outside the 
Tai Chi studio is defined by 
the shade shack, moon gate, 
and a grounding wall of 
boulders (top). 

PHOTOGRAPHS BY 
DAVID WINGER (3)

PHOTOGRAPH BY CHERI STRINGER

S T E A L  T H I S : 
The design intent was to 
use the building blocks 
of Tai Chi—flow, balance, 
and the path of least 
resistance—to inform the 
geometry, architecture, 
and experience of the 
landscape. 


